
Our History 

Parish hosts youth center: ‘They need positive choices’ 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     On Jan. 6, 1997, the Middleton Youth 
Center moved into the Religious Educa-
tion Center (REC) here at St. Bernard. 
     “They need positive choices,” accord-
ing to a story in the “Good News” news-
letter published by St. Bernard in 1997. 
     In March of 1995, a task force was 
formed at St. Luke Lutheran Church to 
look at the possibility of an after-school 
program for youth in grades six through 
eight.  
     They were guided by research that 
suggested that the after-school hours of 
3:30-6 p.m., can be a critical time for 
youth, because many of them go home to 
empty houses or hang out on the street. 
     The task force recommended to the St. 
Luke council that an after-school program 
be offered.  
     It was approved, and they agreed to 
house the center in their facilities. 
     In September of 1995, the Middleton 
Youth Center Advisory Board met for the 
first time to get the program up and run-
ning.  
     In February 1996, after many early 
morning meetings, discussion and input 
from the youth of the Middleton-Cross 
Plains Area School District, the Middle-
ton Youth Center opened its doors at St. 
Luke. 
     Within a few months, the center was 
already outgrowing its space and the 
search was on for a new location. 
     According to the St. Bernard parish 
council minutes on Sept. 26, 1996, Joy 
Bauman of the parish staff and Shannon 
Tracy, a representative of  the youth cen-
ter, said the program had grown to almost 
50 students. 
     The council voted to open negotiations 
with the youth center to use the REC on a 
trial basis.  
     At the next meeting on Nov. 21, the 
YMCA formally requested to use the 
REC basement to run their 12-month 
middle school youth program.  
     “Msgr. (Joseph P.) Higgins met with 
the administrators and was sufficiently 
impressed with the quality of the program 
and its operation to suggest we accept 
their proposed contract,” according to 
parish council minutes.  
     After much discussion, it was decided 
YMCA would be allowed to use the facil-
ity beginning Jan. 1, 1997.  
     The contract included a six-month 
probation period with a 60-day escape 
clause.  
     The YMCA would provide their own 
equipment and use the kitchen on a lim-

ited basis.  
     Although no rent was charged, the 
YMCA had $2,000 in their budget to 
cover any repairs or maintenance result-
ing from wear and tear on the facility. 
     So on Jan. 6, the center opened the 
doors of its new home. 
     The center was open from 3:30-6 
p.m., on school days and provided a 
healthy, supportive and safe place for the 
youth, according to the newsletter.      
     It offered a variety of activities in-
cluding foosball, pool, ping pong, video 
games, computers, air hockey, conces-
sions, as well as workshops and pro-
grams on a variety of teen issues and 
interests. 
     At the Jan. 23, 1997 parish council 
meeting, it was reported that “the pro-
gram is running and Father Higgins is 
pleased with the supervisory personnel,” 
according to the minutes.  
     Only one major problem occurred on 
move-in day when a pool table was car-
ried down the stairs and the rubber treads 
on the stairs were ripped.  
     The rubber treads cover the terrazzo 
tile that is used in the stairwell of the 
Religious Education Center. 
      “This was unfortunate, because our 
maintenance personnel had suggested 
another way for this very reason, but 
they did not listen,” according to parish 
council minutes. 
     “I remember that,” said Tom Theis of 
our maintenance staff. “I think I told 
them that I would not help them move 
that pool table. I have moved enough 
pool tables and pianos in my lifetime!” 

     (Side story: Tom said several years ago 
a wedding was held in the lower level of 
the center and a beer keg was dragged 
down those terrazzo tile stairs and the cor-
ner was knocked off of each stair as it 
went down!) 
     In September of 1997, it was reported 
to the parish council that the youth center 
continues to be successful with no prob-
lems or complaints.  
     A motion was made to continue to al-
low use of the center at least until the end 
of the school year. The vote was unani-
mous. 
     Four years later, Msgr. Higgins, the 
pastor here at St. Bernard Parish, sent a 
letter dated Aug. 21, 2001 to the Middle-
ton Youth Center. 
     “At this time, we are now looking to 
renovate the lower level into a multi-
purpose space to provide for a variety of 
needs in the parish,” he wrote.  
     “We would like to move ahead with 
these plans as soon as possible which 
means we need the youth center to vacate 
its current location.” 
     So, the youth center moved out in No-
vember 2001. 
     “During this time, we have enjoyed a 
positive partnership with the YMCA and 
have been happy to have our facility used 
for such an important and worthwhile en-
deavor,” Higgins wrote.  

Middleton students in grades six through eight enjoyed the amenities provided by St. Bernard 
Parish beginning in 1997. 


